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Welcome
Hello and welcome to the first newsletter
from Guy’s and St Thomas’ Private
Healthcare, part of Guy’s and St Thomas’
NHS Trust.
I am extremely proud to
lead our Private Patient
Services, a growing service
that provides care for UK and
international patients across
three hospitals run by the
Trust – Guy’s and St Thomas’
hospitals and Evelina London
Children’s Hospital.

ECMO service wins
high-profile medical
travel award
Guy’s and St Thomas’ Private Healthcare has
won the Highly Commended award for our
Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation (ECMO)
service at the IMTJ Medical Travel Awards.
The high-profile awards ceremony took place in Berlin
in December and celebrated innovation and excellence
in the medical travel, tourism and health industry.

We treat an increasing number of private patients
from around the world who are attracted by
the range of services we provide. From routine
treatments to complex surgery, we make a
difference to people at every stage of their lives
– from unborn babies to new-borns through to
children and adults.
In this issue we highlight the wonderful work we
do at Evelina London, our world-class hospital for
children and young people, which celebrated its
150th anniversary in 2019. Having started as a
paediatric allergist at the Trust in 2006 and set up
what is now Europe’s largest specialist children’s
allergy service, I’m delighted that we’re focusing
on Evelina’s great achievements.

Our award in the ‘Specialist International Patient
Centre’ category recognised the excellence of our
ECMO service in delivering a complete package of
care for international patients, including support from
our multidisciplinary teams and a ‘patient-first’ ethos.
The judges said: “The ECMO service made a big
difference in the lives of many international patients.
It is a highly specialised service with good outcomes
and the development of clinical relationships can only
enhance ongoing teaching and research.”
ECMO support is limited to six hospitals in the UK.
Guy’s and St Thomas’ is at the forefront of delivering
this vital, complex medical care and is one of the
largest providers of ECMO in the UK.

I hope you enjoy reading about our exceptional
clinical care and specialities, and our continued
investment in innovations that change and
enhance lives.

Professor Adam Fox
Commercial Medical Director
Paediatric Allergy Consultant

Kim Foord-Paton, Head of Private Patients, and Elyas Talha,
International Business Development Manager, accepting award
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World-renowned
children’s hospital
In this issue we focus on Evelina London
Children’s Hospital and two of our many and
growing complex care services – cardiology and
fetal cardiology.
Evelina London opened its doors in 1889 and moved
to the St Thomas’ site in 2005 where it accesses the
full range of specialist services to support private
patients and provide life-long care.
It was the first children’s hospital in the UK to be
rated ‘outstanding’ by the Care Quality Commission
and is the second largest provider of children’s
services in London. It is home to one of the largest
intensive care units in the UK and also has one of
the largest neonatal units in England, caring for
1,000 babies a year.
Today, we care for twice the number of children and
young people than we did in 2005. So, we began a
major investment project to build an even bigger and
better children’s hospital.
Two new clinical areas for children are now nearing
completion. Sky ward, our new cardiac ward,
includes additional critical care beds and boasts the
latest technology for heart patients and children
needing intensive care.
The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge attended a
special event at our hospital to announce Her Royal

Mr Pasupathy consultant obstetrician,
Dr Heraghty respiratory consultant,
and Dr Miller fetal cardiologist

Duchess of Cambridge, Evelina London’s Patron

Highness as Patron of Evelina London and launch
our 150th birthday year. Most recently, the Duchess
of Cambridge, invited Evelina London patients
to visit her garden at the Hampton Court Palace
Garden Festival.

First children’s hospital in the
UK to be rated as ‘Outstanding’
by the Care Quality Commission

Heartening
innovation
One of our complex care
services is paediatric
cardiology and cardiac surgery
which has a long history of
innovation. Our cardiology
service is internationally
acclaimed, performing many
“world-firsts” in catheter
intervention, cardiac imaging
and fetal cardiology.
In 2005, our paediatric cardiology
centre had five cardiologists and
has grown to include 14 expert
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cardiology consultants, teams of
cardiac nurse specialists and UKleading cardiac physiologists. Our
paediatric cardiology team are
widely considered to be worldleaders in innovative treatments
for heart conditions.
Our fetal cardiology team is
internationally renowned for
diagnosing and managing heart
problems in babies before and
after birth. Each year, the team
sees about 2,500 women and
delivers more than 150 babies
with known congenital heart
disease. With close links to
maternity services at St Thomas’
Hospital, mum and baby are in
the safest hands.

Firsts in cardiology
In a number of world firsts, our pioneering
team has developed innovations that are
helping them to make diagnoses earlier and
treat conditions that couldn’t be treated before.
Early diagnosis gives us time to plan care for children
and prepare parents for what lies ahead, while
innovative surgery saves patients from long, drawn
out treatments or a lifetime taking drugs.

Leading the way in diagnostics
Technical advances in diagnostics have taken off
in recent years.
This year, our team from Evelina London and King’s
College London became the first in the world to
provide routine cardiology fetal MRI scans on the
unborn baby.

Consultant cardiac surgeon, Mr Caner Salih,
with baby Abdulrahman and father

New cardiac and paediatric
intensive care ward
Recent expansion has seen the addition
of 28 beds to the new Sky ward on the
sixth floor of Evelina London Children’s
Hospital – including 18 beds for heart
patients and 10 beds for children
needing intensive care.
Evelina London’s Paediatric Intensive Care
Unit (PICU) is the lead centre for critically ill
children. It includes highly skilled consultants
known as intensivists, supported by expert
teams including nurses, technicians,
pharmacists, therapists, counsellors,
dietitians, and play specialists.
With its beautiful views over central London
and Lambeth Palace Gardens, Sky ward
provides a welcoming, relaxing facility for
patients and families.

Their research allows our fetal cardiologists to see
a baby’s heart in three-dimensions, and can produce
virtual or 3D printed models in high resolution,
to aid diagnosis and surgical planning for many
heart abnormalities.
The work is supported by the iFind project, which
is looking at novel robotics, ultrasound, MRI and
computing techniques to improve diagnosis of babies’
abnormalities in the womb.
Our expanded imaging department with its
specialist MRI equipment will allow us to do
more investigations.

In brief
Continuing our long history
of innovation…
• We are now offering neurosurgery at Evelina
London for the first time. Evelina already has the
largest children’s neurosciences service in Europe.
Adding neurosurgery will enable us to deliver a
complete package of care to more of our patients.
• Our team has performed deep brain stimulation
surgery on the youngest patient in the world.
• Snow Leopard, our long term ventilation ward,
has been developed to include two new beds for
neurorehabilitation and three beds for sleep studies.
• Muscular Dystrophy UK has awarded Evelina
London’s neuromuscular service Centre of
Excellence for outstanding care for children and
young people.
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Celebrating 150 years
of outstanding care
To mark 150 years of exceptional care at Evelina
London Children’s Hospital, we invited embassy
colleagues to join us on 8 November for an
evening of food, networking and talks by some
of our leading clinicians.
While enjoying stunning views over central London, our guests
learned about Evelina London’s incredible history from its
formation by Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild in 1869 to the
specialist and innovative care we provide today.
Marian Ridley, Director of Evelina London, welcomed the guests
and shared our ambitious strategy and development plans.
Dr Owen Miller, Clinical Lead for International Patients, led the
talks supported by Simona Turcu, respiratory consultant, Mr
Conal Austin, cardiac surgeon and Professor John Simpson,
fetal cardiologist.
They focused on our new fetal cardiology unit, including the high
resolution imaging that provides incredibly detailed images of an
unborn baby’s heart, and our plans for future growth and new
and enhanced facilities.

International growth
Evelina London have appointed Dr Owen
Miller as clinical lead for international services
in addition to his clinical roles.

London consultants, Mr Caner Salih (cardiac
surgeon) and Dr Owen Miller (fetal cardiologist).
More details to follow in the next issue.

Guy’s and St Thomas’ Private Healthcare exhibited
at Arab Health (Dubai) in January to promote our
complex care and educational programmes. This
included a cardiac surgery simulation by Evelina

The international team has a programme of
planned visits to the Middle East to strengthen
educational, clinical and professional relationships.

Contact us
International patients team:
T: +44 (0)20 7188 7097
E: internationalpatients@gstt.nhs.uk

Inpatients:
T: +44 (0)20 7188 5197
E: privateinpatients@gstt.nhs.uk

Evelina London:
T: 020 7188 9687
E: evelinaprivatebookings@gstt.nhs.uk
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